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Newsletter of the Olympic Peninsula Enological Society  

June 2008  

A few words from your Presidenté. 
 
Perhaps I shouldnôt begin my first message to you in this way but I must. I miss 
some of the friends we have made since we have been members of OPES. 
These fine people are no longer members of our group, some because of health, 
some because of other pressing duties and some because of differences. 
 
Our hearts hurt for Ron and Jane and our thoughts are with them everyday.  Jane 
served as our Vice President and then as our President when Bob resigned.  Ron 
was the finest editor we have ever had for our newsletter.  We really miss them. 
You two have left a legacy with us, thank you. 
 
For all of you folks who have had to leave for health reasons we want to tell you 
that our thoughts and hopes are with you.  For those of you who have left be-
cause of differences.  What can I say other than I hope you will allow me to be 
the peace maker? I am not sure that I will be able to alleviate the situation but at 
least give me the opportunity to try. 
 
And in a lighter note, for those of you who have left because of other pressing 
duties, come on!! What could be more important than drinking fine wine?  Letôs 
set some priorities here.  There is no way that I can accomplish what the duties of 
this office entails without the help of the members.  Several people have already 
told me that they will help all that they can and my thanks goes out to them in ad-
vance.  To those of you who have not yet offered this important support, I ask you 
to please consider how bad your experience is going to be if you donôt help. No I 
am not really trying to be a comedian I just want you to know how important you 
all are to all the rest of us. 
 
And lastly, just because Iôm your President doesnôt mean that I donôt get to decide 
how much wine you get to drink.  I am still going to be the one who pours your 
wine.  With love, of course!! 
 
~Smitty 

Cheers to all OPES members!  
 
What a great annual meeting!  Thanks to all who attended! We do have plans for 
some great events this year but for the moment it looks like a slow start. We will 
have an event in June. It is a restaurant event at Joy's Bistro in Port Angeles. 
Monday is the day that Joyôs is closed but is opening and serving us! Thanks Joy! 
  
After much talk among the board and with several of our members, we will not 
have events in July or August.  We have found that too many members are travel-
ing or having company and doing things that do not include wine events. There is 
also the Lavender Fest in July in Sequim. 

  
Please, enjoy the summer months, drink wine and celebrate! 
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OPES #63  

Wines of the North Olympic Peninsula 
Location: Joyôs Wine Bistro, 1135 E. Front St. Port Angeles 
Date: Monday, June 30th, 2008 at 6:00 pm 
Cost: $35 for members and $45 for non-members 
Hosts: Bill & Carol Peet 
 
This event will be a rescheduling of an event, in December, cancelled due to snow.  Jane & Ron 
Floyd originally planned this menu. Please note that this event is on Monday, which is a day that 
Joyôs Bistro is normally closed. This event will be limited to 35. 
 
Small plates will be featured, paired with wines from five or six of the local wineries.  We will have a 
winemaker or two on hand and a surprise new first release wine.   This menu was originally meant to 
be hors dôouevres, so portions will be small. 
 
For further information and reservations, call Carol Peet (360-457-4318). 

 

OPES #64  

Location: The Commons in Port Townsend 
Date: September 12th, 2008 at 6:00 pm 
Cost: TBA 
Host: Mike Hinojos 
 
We hope to have a write up for this soon and will keep you posted! It will be limited to 60 people. 
 

_____New Member  _____Renewal 
  
 Name 1_________________________________  Name 2_________________________________ 
 
 Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Home Phone____________________________  Work Phone_____________________________ 

 
 Email_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

I am willing to be called to volunteer to help with an event. 
 

 
 

Signature__________________________________________________________  
 

Dues:  _____Individual -$24  _____Couple (same address) -$42 
 

 

Please send this form with your check to: 
 

Olympic Peninsula Enological Society  
PO Box 4081  

Sequim, WA 98382  
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OPES #61 
THE INN AT PORT HADLOCK 
 
In April OPES was honored to host Rick Smalls and his wife Darcy of Woodward Canyon Winery. 
Rick is without argument one of the founding fathers of the Washington State wine industry. He and 
buddy Gary Figgins of Leonetti started to test the potential of Walla Walla fruit almost 40 years ago. 
  
Their early success in the late 70's and early 80's set the stage for what has become a world famous 
wine region.  Woodward Canyon officially opened in 1981 and has been making what are, more of-
ten than not, the finest wines the state has to offer. 
  
We tasted seven wines, three whites and four reds, ranging in price from $25 to $77.  These include 
the Washington State Chardonnay (WE 92), Estate Red (WE 90), Charbonneau (WE90), and the 
2003 "Old Vine" Cabernet (WE93), Parker 91. 
  
Executive Chef George Eubanks, formerly of the Barking Frog in Woodinville, provided perfect cui-
sine to match our wines.  After buffet style hors d'oeuvres featuring pan seared scallops with a beau-
tiful Dry Riesling, we sat down to a Bibb salad with grilled pears and passion fruit paired with Rick's 
Chardonnay.  Two entrees were served: a Hoisen Marinated Pork Tenderloin paired with the 2002 
Estate Red and the 2003 Charbonneau Bordeaux blend; and Pepper Crusted Beef with Bousin 
Cheese paired with the 2006 Walla Walla and the 2003 Old Vine Cabernet Sauvignon.  Dessert was 
a fruit presentation paired with a medium dry White Riesling. 
  
Joe Euro, a superb guitarist and the owner of The Wine Seller in Port Townsend, entertained us with 
instrumental jazz and several of his own compositions. 
 
OPES #62 
SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 
 
Our sixth annual meeting was held at The Orchards, in Port Angeles on May 31

st
.  We had 57 mem-

bers and guests attending. We had a brief business meeting, where we announced the new board 
members.  Arlene gave us a treasurerôs report. We then had a wonderful dinner.  The main course 
was provided by Joyôs Bistro.  This was smoked salmon pasta and chicken pasta.  Lori Wyngaert 
made a delicious Caesar salad. Jean Pfeiffer brought a tortilla appetizer. Smitty and Vicki assembled 
the cheese trays.  Kathy & Jim Langhoff brought the vegetable trays and the cake for dessert. Chris 
& Suzanne Rehder brought the bread.  Bill Peet brought together a variety of value wines that won 
high scores by several wine magazines. The Chard, and the Zin, along with the Wolfe Family Red, 
seemed to be favorites. 
 
The use of the clubhouse was donated to us by Paul Cronauer.  Many thanks to Peggy Acorn, the 
manager, for all her help. This was a spectacular venue as everything was new.  Those that at-
tended had high praises for both the venue and the meal.  Also, thanks to all of those who helped 
with setup and teardown, pouring wine, and serving.   
 
A special recognition goes to Bob Bentley and Diane Pickering for their vision, in starting OPES six 
years ago.   
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